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be chosen that make the conclusions more or less favorable; indifferent results may be presented as not particularly good or not particularly bad. We suggest that the best procedure is for researchers to state clearly their own values, so that their work may be judged accordingly. In other words, we advocate a sort of truth-in-packaging approach.
Following our own advice, we acknowledge a preference for individually chosen arrangements among mates, rather than traditionally assigned roles. However, children should still have lesser and different responsibilities and rights than adults. We also acknowledge the responsibility of society, which for practical purposes means the government, to provide a decent minimum standard of living for everyone, especially children. At the same time, we concede the government's right to attempt to reduce the need for such support, to the extent that this can be done without infringing on crucial individual liberties and the right to privacy.
With these values in mind, we turn to a discussion of some of the most important issues influenced, directly or indirectly, by government policies. Researchers can make a great contribution not only by finding better ways to achieve agreed-upon goals, but also by making sure that decision-makers are aware of the unintended, as well as the intended effects various policies are likely to have.
Labor Force Participation As we have seen, low earnings of women are among the chief causes of poverty in this country, mainly because of their impact on female-headed families. It is also clear that extensive labor market experience is the best insurance a woman can have for herself and her children against poverty and welfare dependence in case her husband is unwilling or unable to support them. Therefore, research on how best to reduce remaining barriers to labor force entry will be most useful. We already know that women are very responsive to the level of take-home pay in decisions on whether to enter the labor market.44 Government efforts are already underway to reduce tax penalties for two-earner couples. And policies which reward them may in due course be considered as a means not only of helping families but also of reducing the cost of welfare programs. Some such possibilities are discussed below:
(1) Under present income tax rules the wife's earnings are effectively taxed beginning in the highest tax bracket applied to her husband's-free research is rarely, if ever, possible, and experts inevitably exert influence by the topics and approaches they choose for their investigations andor instance, Leibowitz (1975) and Robinson (1977a).er on her children. While in principle, maternal and paternal employment and the time both parents spend with their children should be considered, we concentrate on the mother's role since this in 1963 and 1976.n (1980).
